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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Bronson Duke

Take a few moments to quiet your mind and heart. 

Now let’s read the Word of the Lord: 

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded 
with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two 
talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled 
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 
five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; 
I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also 
who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to 
me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, 
I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and 
hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that 
I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 

The Parable of the Talents
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Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my 
coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 

So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For 
to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. 
But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And 
cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’—Matthew 25:14-30 (ESV)

One of my responsibilities as a parent is to expose my daughter, Georgia, to the 
cultures of the world. I don’t want her to grow up just knowing our culture here in 
Arkansas, but other places, as well—starting with Ohio, Georgia, and Hong Kong, 
the places where Callie and I have lived before. I also want her to appreciate other 
cultures: German culture (what up, Marius Mauthe and Kat Ochterbeck?), Latino culture 
(I’m looking at you, Daniel Ramos), and beyond! 

My desire and expectation for Georgia’s growth is also why we watch “The Jetsons” 
together on Saturday mornings, as we observe George interacting with his family, his 
dog, Astro, his robot maid, Rosie, and his demanding bombastic boss, Cosmo Spacely, 
where he works one hour a day, two days a week. You read that right—one hour a day, 
two days a week!

You see, previous generations believed that the more technologically advanced we 
become, the less time we would work. We now know, of course, that this is not true. 
However, I do believe that this is still a core hope that we have: that one day, we will 
no longer have to work, and we can live out our days on a faraway island, sipping on 
young coconuts and relaxing in the sun. 

What good parent or leader has no expectations of growth and advancement for their 
children or employees? A good parent or good boss has expectations, because they 
want you to grow, they want you to learn, and they want you to be a contributing member 
of the family or company. It is the same, but SO MUCH BETTER in the Kingdom of God! 

Whenever I read this parable, I always think about the call of discipleship, the call of 
following Jesus. This is not a safe call. One of the best illustrations I’ve found of this 
comes from The Chronicles of Narnia in the following exchange between Lucy, Susan, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Beaver about Aslan, the Great Lion. Aslan, in this story, represents Jesus.  

“Ooh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a man. Is he—quite safe? I shall feel rather 
nervous about meeting a lion.”

“That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver; “If there’s anyone who can 
appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or 
else just silly.” 

“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy. 

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “Don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything 
about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.”

That last part has always stuck out to me, “Safe?... ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. 
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He’s the King.” This parable outlines this so well to me. Jesus is good, Jesus is loving. 
Jesus has expectations for us, and that is a GOOD THING. He wants us to take risks 
with what He has entrusted us with, and that is a GREAT THING. I believe the most 
valuable thing Christ has entrusted us with is His message, His Gospel of Grace. So 
here is the question: Have you buried it, or are you willing to take a risk and invest it?

Question   “Question: Are you willing to share God’s prized possession of a 
relationship with Jesus with others? Does the way you love others demonstrate the gift 
that God has given you?

Prayer Starter   Jesus, I invite You to show me where my priorities have drifted off 
course, even if just a little bit. Please give me eyes to see the people around me the 
way You see them, and give me opportunities to share the good news of Your mercy 
with others who don’t know You yet. 

Family Chat   With whom do you need to sharing the amazing love of Jesus?

Take Action   Practice sharing the Gospel with others. Practice telling your Jesus 
story to your friends until you can accomplish it in one to three minutes. Pay attention 
to favorable moments the Lord will start putting in front of you as you prepare!


