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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Marcus Brown

Scripture: James 2

Today, we’re walking through a story that is rarely related to the Christmas season, 
starting in James 2, though the story begins in Joshua 2.

We all have friends who like to go to garage sales, and you may even be a garage 
sale person yourself! I don’t have the patience for it, but some people go, looking 
specifically for valuable and precious things that others have thrown out.

I have a friend who went to Crater of Diamonds State Park. They dug through the dirt 
all day and found a diamond worth $50,000-60,000! Similarly, I know of someone who 
went to a garage sale recently and bought for $1 a copy of The Old Man and the Sea, 
autographed by Ernest Hemingway! That is the attitude God has for me and you. God 
wades through a lot of junk to rescue people who are valuable and precious. He went 
to the junkyard looking for me!

This very thing happens in Joshua 2. In this story, the main person, Rahab, is described 
throughout Scripture as “Rahab the Harlot.” Could you imagine your past being 
attached to your name? For thousands of years? But God did this on purpose: to 
demonstrate that no matter what your past is, no matter what you have done, God can 
still do something amazing, special, and redemptive in your life.

So in Joshua 2, the children of Israel send spies to spy out the land. In Jericho, 
Rahab has a red light district, a brothel, in the city’s wall. She hides these spies in the 
brothel, an extreme act of faith by her. It probably wasn’t the first time she had hidden 
somebody in the brothel that somebody else was looking for, but this time she did it to 
save the people of God.

This simple act began to change the course of their life. She helped them escape, 
telling them where to go, and the spies responded, “If you take this crimson cloth and 
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hang it over the wall, you will not be destroyed with the city.” That’s exactly what she 
did, and her life was spared.

God takes this woman, who was living in sin but took an act of faith, and does something 
special with her life. Because of this moment, you can read about her in Hebrews 11, 
where the writer talks about the heroes of the faith: Abraham (the father of faith), Moses, 
Isaac, Jacob, David, and then in Hebrews 11:31, “by faith the harlot, Rahab, did not perish 
with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.”

Know this about God: No matter what’s going on in the past, God can still do something 
special. Rahab probably never thought of herself as being anything special in life. But 
here she is, from Joshua 2 to Hebrews 11, in the Hall of Fame for Faith!

James 2 then describes what faith looks like. In verse 26, he gives us a great memory 
verse: “Faith without works is dead,” but right before that verse, he tells a story before 
he makes the statement: “Rahab the harlot was justified by faith by her actions when 
she received the messengers and sent them out another way.” Here she goes from 
being a pagan prostitute in Joshua 2 to being listed in the Hall of Fame for Faith, 
becoming someone whose very life is an illustration of real faith lived out.

But the most beautiful instance of her life is in Matthew 1, when Matthew goes through 
Jesus’ genealogy. Verse 5 says, “Salmon begat Boaz, by his mother, Rahab.” If you’ll notice, 
the Bible doesn’t mention “Rahab the harlot” in this verse. She’s mentioned as “Rahab.” 

You see, there’s a little bit more to her story. Her act in Joshua 2, of putting out the 
scarlet sash to keep the spies safe and her life destroyed, is a prophetic foreshadowing 
for us. In the same way, our lives are always kept safe from the judgment and wrath of 
God because of the blood of Jesus. That’s the Easter part of the story.

Here’s the Christmas part of the story. Because the city in Joshua 2 is destroyed, Rahab 
has no place to go, nowhere to live, so she leaves with the Israelites. And somewhere 
along the way, she meets Salmon, who doesn’t care about her past. It doesn’t matter 
to him. So they get married and birth a city by the name of Bethlehem, where the Bible 
says “Salmon begat Boaz by Rahab,” and they become the ancestors of the Messiah, 
Jesus, who is born centuries later in a cave in that same town.

Salmon’s son, Boaz, marries a woman named Ruth, demonstrating the same spirit as 
his father: “I don’t care about what you’ve done, where you come from, or your past. I 
care about who you are right now; I care about your future.”

Jesus has a prostitute in his family tree, and He’s not ashamed of it! And He’s not 
ashamed of you or the things from your past, either! He’s proud of Rahab, and He’s proud 
of you, too! Why? He’s not worried about your past because He knows how to redeem it.

If God did all this for a pagan Egyptian prostitute named Rahab, what in the world will 
He do for you? There’s hope for you, and there’s hope for your future. So we declare 2 
Corinthians 5:17 over you today: “If any man be in Christ he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away. Behold, all things have become new.”

He’s not worried about your past 
because He knows how to redeem it.
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Question   If your name represented your past, what would it be? Who does God 
say you are?

Prayer Starter   Jesus, Thank You for showing me today that I don’t have to 
be ashamed of my mistakes and the pains of my past because You have covered 
everything about my life with Your selfless sacrifice on the Cross for me. So, today, I 
choose to place everything I’ve been defining myself by back on the Cross where it 
belongs! (Take a moment and be honest with God about what you’ve been carrying, 
how you’ve been defining yourself, and choose to hand those things to Him, whether 
it’s pain, memories, regrets, guilt, past sin, labels that you’ve put on yourself or that 
others have put on you, etc.). Jesus,  I choose today to be defined how YOU define me: 
Your child (John 1:12), co-heirs to Your Kingdom (Romans 8:17), forgiven (Acts 10:43), and 
redeemed (Galatians 3:13-14), and set free (Galatians 5:1)! Thank You, Jesus, that I am 
who YOU say I am!

Family Chat   Talk about what your name would be if you were known for the worst 
thing you ever did or your most embarrassing behavior. (Examples: Tyler the Terrified, 
Bridget the Bully, or Rachael the Reckless).

Take Action   Have a conversation similar to today’s Family Chat with your friends. 
Who would you say you are, based on your character traits? Who does God say that 
you are? Do you believe Him?


