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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Bronson Duke

Our world is broken. There is no denying this fact. But as followers of Jesus, we have 
hope. We believe that heaven, God’s dimension of peace and justice and grace and 
goodness, is breaking in. This, the Crucifixion or Passion, is the Second Act of a Three-
Part Drama that God is unfolding with the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Act 1 was 
the perfect life and teaching of Jesus. During that, we saw Him born: Emmanuel, God 
with us. We saw miracles and teaching that turned our world on its head. We also saw 
“shadows of the cross” -- Times when Jesus knew because of what he was doing, 
those in religious power would eventually have him marched up the hill called Golgotha 
and crucified. Act 2 began in the Garden of Gethsemane when Judas, the betrayer, 
kissed our Lord. And here we have its culmination: Darkness. 

Take a moment to prepare your heart, then read this passage: Luke 23:44-49 (ESV),  
The Death of Jesus.

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 
said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this 
he breathed his last. Now when the centurion saw what had taken 
place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” And 
all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw 
what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. And all his 
acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood 
at a distance watching these things.

This passage is riddled with irony and instruction. The Jewish leaders and Roman guards 
find common ground with criminals when it comes to Jesus - they all mock him together. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus
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For their part, the Romans offer him sour wine to show their view of his status: a cheap 
wine for a false king. They nail a placard of His crime to the top of the cross, “King of the 
Jews,” they place it in their mockery, but yet we know that is exactly who He is. They pick 
a man out of the crowd with a Jewish name but from a Greek town to “Take up his cross 
and follow after Jesus,” and darkness falls on the land in the middle of the day.

The leaders of the day see what is happening to Christ as evidence that God is not with 
Him, that He has been judged, and found lacking. But Jesus doesn’t seem to see what 
is happening to Him as opposition to God’s plan but as its fulfillment. One commentator 
said it this way: 

In his mind, his horrible and humiliating condition in no way jeopardized 
his relationship with God.

But here we are, and Darkness has fallen on The Light of the World. Total and utter 
darkness. Terrible Darkness falls on Jesus, our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Prince of Peace, Conquering King, and Suffering Servant, as He gives up His life. For 
the longest time, I read this as God’s displeasure with what had happened falling on the 
people. But now I’m not so sure I’ve read that right. 

Darkness is something that we in our world are unfamiliar with. Even here in Arkansas, 
the country is never far away, but there is always a little light no matter where you 
go. When I first moved here from Columbus, Ohio, I was BLOWN AWAY at the stars. I 
would lay down on my driveway here in Arkansas, and it was as if you could see into 
the galaxies. It was and is so beautiful, but this is not the type of darkness that we 
find here at the culmination of the story. No. This is total and utter darkness. The kind 
of darkness, where you can not see your hand in front of your face, and it happened 
between Noon and 3 pm, the time of day when the sun is at its highest and hottest. 

Historians have tried to come up with answers as to what happened here. Was it 
perhaps a desert sand storm? Those could block out the sun for days! But no, it was 
Passover, and Passover occurred in the wet season. Was it an eclipse? No, those only 
lasted a few minutes. What could it be? We find clues in the book of Exodus 10:21–23: 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so 
that darkness spreads over Egypt—darkness that can be felt.” So Moses 
stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt 
for three days. No one could see anyone else or move about for three days. 

Amos 8:9–10 also prophecies about what is happening: 

“And on that day,” declares the Lord God,
    “I will make the sun go down at noon
    and darken the earth in broad daylight.

I will turn your feasts into mourning
    and all your songs into lamentation;
I will bring sackcloth on every waist
    and baldness on every head;
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I will make it like the mourning for an only son
    and the end of it like a bitter day.

This darkness that has fallen is not the darkness of God falling on the people, but the 
very judgment of God falling on Christ, the Lamb of God. This is the great exchange—
Jesus died in darkness so that we could live in the light. Jesus came under divine wrath 
so that we could come under divine grace. Jesus was mocked and scorned so that we 
would never again be condemned. Jesus, the Hero of Heaven, the True King of this 
World, died a traitor’s death so that betrayers and doubters and sinners like you and I 
could receive His crown of Glory. This moment in history changed everything. 

Here is how Tim Keller put it: 

Jesus, the Maker of the world, was being unmade. Why? Jesus was 
experiencing our judgment day. “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” It wasn’t a rhetorical question. And the answer is: For you, 
for me, for us. Jesus was forsaken by God so that we would never have 
to be. The judgment that should have fallen on us fell instead on Jesus. 

So here is the question: if it is true that God poured his wrath fully out on God so you 
can be forgiven, how does that shape your view of yourself, your view of others, and 
your view of the world we live in?

Darkness fell, but here is the hope: Act 3 is coming and will seal the plan of God for the 
salvation of the world. 

 

Question   If you are in a moment of despair today, open your Bible and read Psalm 
22 out loud. Can you make all of this Psalm your prayer today?

Family Chat   As one parent reads Psalm 22, ask everyone else to close their eyes. 
Say to them, “Ask God to show you through your imagination what He wants to say to 
you through this Psalm.”

Take Action   If today is a hard day for you, pick up the phone, call a friend, let them 
know, and ask them to pray for you. If today is not hard for you, pray and ask the Holy 
Spirit who He wants you to call and encourage. Then call the first name that drops in 
your thoughts.


