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by Nate King

Life with small kids is a contest of wills. It might be the same with big kids, but our 
family isn’t there yet. Right now, we have four young kids. It is amazing! As amazing as 
it is exhausting. You know what they say, “The struggle is real.”

Do you know what I have never done when my kids disobeyed me? I have never 
locked them out of my house. Okay, there was that one time last spring. I’m kidding! 
No, of course, I wouldn’t do that. Neither would you! What parent shuts their child out of 
the family because of disobedience? 

Growing up in the Church in the ‘90s, there seemed to be one theme on repeat: “Be 
good, or you’re going to hell.” And at first glance, it’s easy to see why so many people 
land on that kind of thinking. Even Jesus’ own words in Matthew’s Gospel seem to 
suggest as much: “What is required is serious obedience” (see Matthew 7:21).

Serious obedience presents a serious problem when it comes to how we approach 
God. It rests the weight of your relationship with Him squarely on your moral 
performance. Left unchecked, it can turn a vibrant relationship into a spiritual balance 
sheet. Pursuing God in this manner is detached, cold, and cerebral. It is incomplete.

That’s why Jesus’ next statement is so important. It brings a pivotal sense of clarity to 
what is required of us. It’s Heaven breathing a sigh of relief into an approach to God 
that skews heavily toward rules, moralism, and weirdness. Jesus says, “Do the will of 
the Father” (again, see Matthew 7:21).

I can stack rule after rule on my kids, and it won’t make them “do my will.” They might 
comply with what I ask, but is that what I really want? Compliance with a moral framework 
is not why the Son of God died. He died to restore the broken parts of Creation itself. He 
died to save what was lost. The death of Jesus is our open door to the Kingdom of God. 
There’s no secret knock. You acknowledge where you need to be, realize Who made it 
possible, and you step into the life Jesus bought for you with His blood.

So “do my will” becomes about taking on the heart of God and pursuing a life that reflects 
such a change. The apostle Paul is a fantastic example of the kind of life that shifts from 
performance-based moralism to a life focused on “doing the will of the Father.”

Obedience and Judgment
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 Paul said to his friends in Rome, “Don’t conform to this world’s pattern, but be 
transformed by renewing your mind” (see Romans 12:2). The shift in our desires begins 
with correcting how we view the world. It’s an internal change of will, which leads to a 
restructuring of our perspective. It’s a totally different approach to life. Paul’s shift is an 
excellent example for us. His change was not one of mere compliance. It was a total 
and complete transformation! As the Lord works in us, we begin to have the capacity to 
“test and approve what God’s will is” (again, see Romans 12:2).

So, what do we do with that? What does obedience look like for you and me in our 
often comfortable little American lives? How do we do the will of the Father? Honestly, 
it is as simple as it is hard. Why? Because there are no easy answers. It seems like this 
is why God gives us the picture of the family as a way to understand.

So, back to my kids. I can’t make them “do my will,” even if I can assert obedience. On 
days when we get this wrong, there is a lot of tension in our home. But when my kids 
know what Jamie and I want, it’s an entirely different approach. Here’s a real-world 
example. If I say, “Pick up your toys,” they will eventually obey. If I say, “I want a clean 
living room,” they are slower to comply. But if I say, “I want a clean living room; so, pick 
up your toys,” they are much quicker to respond. And if I say, “I want a clean living 
room; so, pick up your toys, or I’ll kick you out of the family,” they would look at me a lot 
like you are right now.

Does God want us to obey? Obviously. Jesus was clear about that. How we do that 
is by pursuing lives that reflect what God desires. Like so many things when it comes 
to our faith, this boils down to loving God, loving our neighbors, and seeing the fruit 
of love bloom in our lives. Life on those terms becomes a lot less about measuring 
performance and a lot more about sharing the fruit of all that God has done.

Has God forgiven you? Then forgive. 

Has God loved you? Then love. 

Has God helped you? Then help.

Pursuing the will of the Father means always moving in the direction God wants for you. 
It’s a beautiful thing when your obedience puts you in step with the will of the One who 
has your best interest in mind.

Question   Are you seeking to do God’s will and to apply His commandments in 
your daily life? 

Family Chat   Did you know that obedience to your parents is how you learn to obey 
God? We must learn to obey our parents and the authority that God puts in our lives.

Take Action   When you hear God’s voice today, obey it. If you don’t yet have an 
accountability partner, choose someone specifically for the purpose of growing in 
obeying God’s commands each and every day.


