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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Nate King

Not far from my family’s farm is a rural restaurant known for their amazing breakfast 
menu. I’ve enjoyed many meals there over the years. Next to the small diner is a large 
pond teeming with swans. As boys, my brother and I used to marvel at them over our 
bacon and oatmeal.

If you would have walked up to me and said, “Nate, did you know there are black 
swans?” I would have laughed. Why? Experience had proven swans were always 
white. For most of the Western civilization’s history, the assumption stood that all swans 
are white. Then in 1697, Dutch explorers in Western Australia saw black swans. One 
moment changed everything they thought they knew about swans. They witnessed a 
truth that shifted their understanding forever.

Have you ever experienced something that fundamentally changed you? Life was 
cruising along and then you witnessed a moment that put everything you knew into 
question. Often our lives are divided into many of these kinds of moments. Some of 
them are fun and silly, like the moment you realize what happens to a bottle of soda 
when you shake it too much before opening. Some of the moments are serious and 
surreal, such as watching your first child come into this world. Moments of witnessing a 
new truth always change the fundamental nature of our lives.

The resurrection of Jesus was a moment like this. It changed the possibilities. It moved 
the fundamental nature of the lives of everyone—just as God intended. Before the 
resurrection of Jesus, the people of God followed the Law of Moses. Then God’s Son 
fulfilled the contract. He paid it in full. Jesus took His own life back up and walked out 
of the grave of His own accord. Those who saw Him die saw Him alive again. Nothing 
would ever be the same.

 

The Resurrection and the Gospel
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“You are witnesses of these things,” (seen in   Luke   24:48 ) Jesus told His friends. The truth 
had changed them. The compulsion of it was so powerful each of them lived in service to 
it for the rest of their days—and all of them, except John the Beloved, would die for it.

Can you imagine a truth so powerful you’d be willing to die for it? Perhaps you’ve never 
thought about the things you know in those terms. Truth has likely never asked you to 
defend it with your own well-being.

But if Jesus is alive to you—if His love has changed your life—you are witness to these 
things. Your life was forever shifted by something impossible, the resurrection of a dead 
Man. Jesus redefined the paradigm of possibility as He marched out of the tomb. 

The Good News of the Gospel is the resurrection of Jesus. It’s the truth that changed 
everything. In one swoop, it fulfilled all that had come before and made a new lane for 
all who would seek God after. Through Jesus, you can approach God. Through Jesus, 
your sin doesn’t have sway over your destiny. Through Jesus, your life is caught up in 
the impossibility of a dead Man walking out of His grave. 

The Good News is your news. It’s my news. It is the most important news. And we are 
witnesses of it. We proclaim it with our lives, our hopes, our trust, and our commitment. 
Why? Because a truth like this changes everything.

How are you stewarding the truth of the Gospel? How are you handling what Jesus   
did for you?

A witness is one who comes to know a great truth. A witness is one who experiences 
that truth. A witness conveys their own account of the experience. If we are to be 
good witnesses of great news, we must be willing to share the experience. How 
could we possibly claim to undergo such an experience and not want to tell everyone 
who will listen?

Tell them. Tell everyone around you who will listen. Tell them with your kindness, with 
your gracious humility, and sometimes with your gentle rebuke. You are witnesses of 
these things. Share what you’ve witnessed.

Question   Have you ever trusted Jesus as your Lord and Savior? If you want to be 
confident that you have trusted in Jesus to take your sin away forever and give you a 
new life, with His Spirit living inside of you, pray this prayer with us today.

Prayer Starter   Dear Jesus, I know that I’m a sinner, and I need You to forgive me. I 
know that You died on the Cross for my sins, so that I could be forgiven and be washed 
clean, and I believe that You rose again from the grave, conquering sin and death. I 
want to make you Lord of my life. I will trust and follow You, and everything that I have 
is Yours. In Jesus’ Name I pray, Amen!”
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Family Chat   If you prayed this prayer, whether for the first time or another time, 
tell your family and friends that you trust in Jesus, that He has forgiven you and given 
you a new life!

Take Action   If you prayed this prayer today, we want to know about it! Text 
CONNECT to 88000 and let us know. We want to celebrate with you and continue 
to encourage you in your next step with Jesus and in the community of faith. God 
bless you! 


