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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Kevin Little

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”—John 15:5

This morning, Darren invited us to abide, remember, and remain in the mercy of Jesus.  
I want to echo that invitation while also declaring the results that come from it. 

For better or worse, I’m an engineer at heart. This means that I try to demystify things 
as much as possible, looking for useful nuggets that can help me solve problems. It 
also means that cause and effect is one of my favorite observations to make in the 
Word of God. 

But before we talk about six results of abiding in Christ, let’s first create a picture 
of what it means to abide. In the Greek texts, we would find the Greek word μένω, 
pronounced “may-no,” which means to stay (in a given place, state, relation, or 
expectancy). It simply tells us not to leave. But Jesus didn’t speak Greek. He would 
have spoken Hebrew, meaning he would have used the word        , pronounced       
“ya-shab,” which has one additional meaning: to marry. The words “abide,” “dwell,” 
and “remain” all have a very passive appearance, but “marry,” in contrast, is all about 
covenant and pursuit. 

So, to “abide” means that we first choose to settle in the land of faith and relationship, 
believing that Jesus is who He says He is and can do what He says He can do. Then 
we must choose the rhythms and routines that keep us grounded in that place, thriving 
in that relationship. 

When the disciples first heard this, they were 24 hours from a string of events that 
give them every opportunity to leave: Roman soldiers arrest Jesus. Their brothers, with 
whom they have traveled, slept, eaten, and seen the miraculous, all scatter to who 
knows where. Rumors begin flying around that they could be next if they claim Jesus as 
their Master. They had the opportunity to flee, but Jesus had said, “Abide.” 

 

Six Results When You Abide in Christ
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For you, what offers you a pathway of escape? Entertainment? Overwork? Unforgiveness 
and bitterness? Comfort and ease? Trusting in your own strength? Your own under-
standing? Whenever the flesh, the world, and the enemy offer you an offramp from the 
place where you rely entirely on Jesus and live under His rule and reign, remember 
that Jesus said, “Abide.” And if you do that one simple thing, here are six results that 
John 15 promises us:

1. Jesus remains in you. (v.5)

This is not about you trying harder, but recognizing that your hope of glory is the Spirit 
of Christ in you (see Colossians 1:27). As you abide and dwell with Christ, He also 
abides and dwells in you. 

2. You will bear much fruit. (Vv. 4,5,8)

Trees and bushes don’t strain to produce fruit. When was the last time you saw a vine 
sweat as it pushed out the grapes? No, when the conditions are right, fruit happens. 
Jesus knows this and chooses His metaphor purposefully. You will bear internal fruit as 
you look, act, think, and speak more like Jesus; and, you will bear external fruit as people 
are transformed by the truth of the Gospel and the power of Spirit they see in your life.

3. The Father will prune you. (v.2)

Just as vines don’t sweat to produce fruit, they also don’t prune themselves. Yet, we 
often think we have to cut this or that habit out of our lives or stop getting angry by the 
sheer force of our will. The Father is the expert who examines the vine and decides 
when, where, and how things need to get cut off. When He moves and speaks, we 
simply obey. This is part of abiding. The alternative is striving, which is not abiding. 

4. Our prayers are answered. (v.7)

There is a second condition connected to this one: “and My word remains in you.” 
Part of abiding is aligning our lives—from our minds to our mouths—to the teachings 
of Jesus. When we do that, we see God move in response to our requests. One of the 
easiest ways to ensure you are praying the will of God is to pray the Word of God.

5. You look like a Jesus follower. (v.8)

As you bear fruit, people start seeing an uncanny resemblance between you and the 
Son of Man.

6. God gets the glory. (v.8)

When you strive, you get the glory (and honestly feel like you deserve it). When you 
abide, resting in the grace of Jesus, focused on being more than doing, fruit growing 
because the conditions are correct, you then see yourself as a conduit of God’s glory 
and goodness, and He gets the credit. 

So, examine yourself: As you pursue Jesus and the life He has for you, are you abiding 
or striving? Striving gets you nothing (v. 5) and makes you useless in the Kingdom (v. 6), 
whereas abiding creates the conditions for the miraculous.
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Question   “Question: Looking back over this semester, how has your perspective 
changed regarding what it means to be a disciple of Jesus?

Prayer Starter   Jesus, thank You for ________. Today, I turn from ________, and I 
choose ________.”

Family Chat   Rephrase today’s question so your kids can understand it. Discuss it 
with your whole family. 

Take Action   Discuss with your life group how your thoughts, your choices, 
your words, and your actions have changed over the course of this semester; and, 
talk about how you see your life as a follower of Jesus moving forward.


