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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Bridget Keylor

I am not much for holding onto things. Every six months or so, I go through my closet 
and give away what I haven’t been wearing. Every year the week after Christmas, I go 
through my cupboards and get rid of appliances or dishes that I haven’t seen in a year 
to make room for my new favorite gifted gadget. And usually once a year, I go through 
my amazing bookcases and eliminate books that have failed to make a long-term, 
lasting impact on my life. 

It isn’t so much whether it makes me happy or not; it’s more about answering the 
questions, “Does it have a purpose, and am I using it?” If something has been useful or 
I can see a future use, it makes the cut. If I don’t see the purpose, then it’s time for it to 
find a new home. Now, there have been some exceptions over the years. In fact, a big 
category that seems to elude Goodwill are my serving dishes.

Serving dishes are such useful and handy things to own. Over the years, I have 
gathered quite the collection of platters and punch bowls. But I don’t serve punch very 
often. As a matter of fact, I don’t even know if I serve punch once a year. But every year 
without fail, I add to my serving dish stash the latest must-have item for the upcoming 
party. And every year, I look through the stash trying to eliminate those lacking 
purpose. But I never part with a single item. Not even a hand-me-down soup tureen—
who needs a soup tureen?! It seems so uncharacteristic of me. I am so quick to throw 
out the cute sweater I haven’t worn in two years, yet I can’t part with the huge party 
platter I haven’t used in three. I think the difference is that I see the sweater’s purpose, 
but I see the platter’s purpose AND potential. And potential is a powerful thing. 

Potential tells me that even though it isn’t fulfilling a purpose now, at some point it 
will. At some point it will be needed again; it will be wanted and purposeful, proving 
it was worth hanging on to all along and I was a wise woman to not part with it. Can 
you imagine getting rid of a purposeful party platter just a few weeks before you really 
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need one? Right before it fulfilled its purpose? It would be sad for sure. But not as sad 
as giving up on someone, filled with potential, right before they step into their purpose.

The parable in Luke 13:6-9 urges us to not give up on others and reminds us that Jesus 
is always interceding for us, believing we are just one step away from fulfilling our God-
given purpose. Potential is powerful. Like hope, it can keep a person moving forward. 

In Christ, we all have potential, and God delights in us when we call out the potential 
that we see in others. In Christ, we can all fulfill our purpose, and He desires that we 
also help others discover theirs. Who do you know who needs a reminder of their 
potential? Make time this week to remind them!  

Question   Is there someone in your life that the Holy Spirit is prompting you to 
reach out and extend mercy to?

Prayer Starter   Invite God to show you any area of your life that should be 
producing fruit, whether it’s praying with a coworker, starting a life group in your 
neighborhood, serving at your local church campus, or something else!

Family Chat   Sometimes during family life together we need to extend more mercy 
to those we live.  Discuss as a family what this can look like in your family.

Take Action   Make a move today based on what you sense the Lord directing you 
to do because of your prayer. Also, talk this over with your accountability partner.


