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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Bronson Duke

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses.—Matthew 6:14-15 (ESV)

“The person in front of you paid for your coffee. Would you like to pay it forward?” 

You ordered a tall black coffee for a grand total of $3.33, and the saint in front of you 
decided to bless you. Now you are in a predicament: Do you pass on the blessing, or take it 
and keep rolling? “How much is the person’s order behind me?” you ask. “Theirs is $57.98.” 

No thanks! I’ll take this blessing and RUN. 

When I worked at Starbucks many moons ago, this would often happen. Someone 
would start a blessing chain, “I want to pay for the person behind me,” and we were 
off. I had seen this chain run for up to 30 cars, and it was pretty amazing to watch. But 
at some point, inevitably, someone would pull up to the window, consider the cost too 
high, and would take their blessing and drive off, breaking the chain. 

Written in the Levitical law was a Sabbath instruction called “The Year of Release” or 
“The Year of Jubilee.” In other places of Scripture, it is called “The Year of The Lord’s 
Favor.” I highly recommend you take a few moments to read Leviticus 25, but here is a 
synopsis: Every seven years, the people of Israel were to have a Sabbath year and rest 
the land, much like the Sabbath day once every week. Every seven Sabbath years was 
to be a Year of Jubilee. There has always been a bit of contention on whether this was 
the 49th or 50th year. Regardless, during this year, all debts were to be released, slaves 
were to be set free, lands that had been sold were to be returned, and they were to 
rest the land as they did the other Sabbath years. 

How amazing is this? Who wouldn’t want to be a part of a community like this? 
Interestingly, if you study this, most scholars would agree that Israel never had a 
real Year of Jubilee as God had instructed. Why? Because inevitably, at some point, 
someone decided the debt someone else owed them was too high a cost to release. 
The chain of release was broken—kind of like choosing not to pay it forward in the line 
at your local coffee shop—but with higher stakes. 

Forgive to be Forgiven
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To understand our text for today, we need to understand the implications, which means 
we need to look at Jesus’ mission statement in Luke 4. (It is also alluded to in Matthew 
13 and Mark 6, but is explicit in Luke’s account.)

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the 
scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”—Luke 4:17-21 (ESV)

This statement is bold and clear: The Year of The Lord’s Favor is here! It is unfolding 
before you. Jesus is declaring, “Captives will be set free, I will release them. Blind 
people will recover their sight. I will heal them, and I will pay the ultimate debt at the 
cost of my own life.” Jubilee, the Year of Release, is here, and it has a Name: Jesus. This 
idea gives shape and sense to His entire ministry and brings our text into razor-sharp 
focus. Just look at how Jesus taught us to pray: 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors.— Matthew 6:11-12 (ESV)

He is teaching us Jubilee language! This extravagant way of God is scarier and more 
challenging than we thought, but better and more wonderful than we ever imagined 
possible. 

I think this verse about forgiving debts and forgiving trespasses is related. We are 
unwilling to forgive debt we can’t afford to overlook or feel we are justly owed. It is 
no different with forgiving someone who has wronged us. We are unwilling to release 
them because we think we can’t afford to, or we feel we are justified in holding onto 
the bag of unforgiveness. But when we do that, we break the cycle of release, of 
Jubilee, of the Lord’s Favor. 

Here is what I have committed to and work towards: I don’t want to be the one left 
holding the bag. What could the world look like if we loved like this, forgave like this, 
and released like this? The Bible tells us: 

 “Therefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules and perform 
them, and then you will dwell in the land securely. The land will yield 
its fruit, and you will eat your fill and dwell in it securely. And if you say, 
‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if we may not sow or gather in 
our crop?’ I will command my blessing on you in the sixth year so that it 
will produce a crop sufficient for three years.—Leviticus 25:18-21 (ESV)

God is saying if you do things His way—the way the Apostle Paul describes as “folly 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God,” (1 
Corinthians 1:18)—He will rain blessing down on us. He will make up for the lack. We will 
experience the fullness of His favor. The debt we release, He will abundantly provide. The 
cost we pay to forgive our brother will pale compared to the price He pays to forgive us.

Question   Where can you release someone who has wronged you or owes you, 
and trust God to make up for the lack? 


