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Life of Christ
BLOG

—by Marc Turnage

The biblical worldview proceeds from this fundamental realization: God is 
King. The Creator of the universe is the King of the universe, and for that 
reason, He gets to make the rules.

One of the unique things about the biblical worldview, compared to 
the paganism of the ancient world, is that the God of Israel is moral. 
His commandments were not arbitrary or haphazard; they had a moral 
outlook with expectations to match. 

You see, paganism works kind of like when you go and play the slots—not 
saying that you have ever done that—but you put a coin in and pull the 
lever, trying to get three cherries. Pagan religion worked in that way: if 
you offer the sacrifice in the right way and you do the right things as it 
relates to religious practice, then you’ll be okay. 

But that’s not the way the God of the Bible functioned. He did expect 
religious practice; but more than that, He expected people to behave in 
obedience to Him and in relationship to each other as He defined it. 

Two hundred years before Jesus, a Jewish sage by the name of Antigonus, 
from a town called Sokho, said, “Be not like servants who serve your 
master with an eye for reward. Rather, be like servants who serve their 
Master with no eye for reward, and let the fear of Heaven be upon you.” 

This statement was revolutionary, sparking a humane spirit within 
ancient Judaism. For the first time in human history, someone said, “You 
serve God because He’s God, not to receive a reward.” By the time of 
Jesus, this idea had started working its way through Jewish theology. 
To serve God not for a reward, but because He is God, becomes a huge 

A Call to Obedience
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part of Jesus’ call to His followers to obey. Many of Jesus’ parables use 
the imagery of a master and servants, and likely lurking behind Jesus’ 
allegories is this saying of Antigonus of Sokho.

Within modern Christianity, we often approach our faith with ourselves 
at the center. You’ll notice it when we say things like, “What God can do 
for us? How did that teaching impact me? What did I get out of it?” Even 
when we read the Bible, we tend to ask: “What does this say to me?” This 
thinking is prevalent in Western culture, but it’s antithetical to the world 
of the Bible. Jesus would never have called anyone to repentance based 
upon what God can do for them. Instead, He called them to repentance 
based on this simple realization: God is King, you are not, and neither am 
I. It is our job to serve Him. 

Serve without seeking a reward

In today’s first parable, Jesus makes two critical points, the first of which 
is our focus: a call to obedience. In Matthew 20, He tells a story about 
workers in a vineyard. So, before you continue, I invite you to open your 
Bible and read Matthew 20:1-16 to familiarize yourself with this parable.

As anyone who’s grown up around a farm knows, when it’s harvest time, 
it’s all hands on deck. So, this householder goes out and agrees with the 
day laborers for a denarius. He sends others, saying he’ll pay them what 
is fair, then ultimately, he pays those who work the least amount of time 
the same wage as everyone else. 

Percolating through this parable is a call to obey God without seeking 
a reward. You see, the grumbling of those who worked all day was 
motivated by their thought that they would receive more than they were 
promised, since those who worked just one hour were paid a day’s wage. 
They sought a greater reward for greater service, but the master said, 
“I’m generous! Go your way. You have what we agreed upon.” 

The point is, you serve without seeking reward. That’s hard for us for two 
reasons: it seems unfair, and we are called to see ourselves as servants. 
Jesus tells another parable along this same line in Luke 17: 

Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping 
sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, “Come 
at once and sit down at the table?” Will he not rather say to 
him, “Prepare supper for me, and gird yourself and serve me 
till I eat and drink, and afterward, you shall eat and drink?” 
Does he thank the servant because he did what he was 
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that is 
commanded, you say, “We are unworthy servants; we have 
only done what was our duty.” 
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Now, this cuts against the grain of our western American culture. We 
love liberty, freedom, and our rights. But here Jesus tells a parable that 
essentially reminds us, “Look, as servants, you are called to obey the 
commands and whims of the Master. Therefore, when you have done 
what has been commanded of you, don’t look for a reward, and don’t look 
for the accolade.”

One of the Bible stories representing liberty, liberation, and freedom is 
The Exodus from Egypt. God parts the sea, bringing these slaves—these 
Israelites—out of Egyptian bondage. But in Leviticus 25, God gives the 
reason why He liberated them: “So you can be My servants. I took you 
from slavery to be My slaves.”

Jesus calls us to be obedient servants to the Master, recognizing His 
reign, His rule, and His kingship over us. That means He has the right to 
command us to do what He wants and behave the way He wants. That 
may be uncomfortable, but let’s be honest. All of us, at some point, don’t 
like God’s commands. That’s okay, but we can never forget who the King 
is, nor our responsibility to obey Him.

To that end, Jesus uses the parable in Matthew 21 to highlight what matters 
to Him with regard to His followers. In this parable about two sons, He says: 

“What do you think? A man had two sons, and he went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go work in the vineyard today.’ And the 
son answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he repented and 
went. And he went to the second son and said the same, and 
he answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the 
two did the will of his father?”

What Jesus emphasizes here is not those who have good intentions but 
rather those who have good action. The first son changed his mind and 
obeyed. He initially said, “No, I’m not going,” but then he repented and 
obeyed, versus the one who said, “Sure I’ll go,” but didn’t follow through. 
This parable is a call to actively obeying God’s commands.

We don’t obey to get a reward.
We obey because He’s God.

Obedience should be our heartbeat as we wake up in the morning and as 
we lay our head down at night: “How can I obey God’s commandments 
today?” Is this a part of our thought process in everything that we do? 
Think about it. We have an opportunity to serve the King of the universe, 
Who loves us so much! That is not a burden. Jesus also has a sobering 
message in Matthew 7 for those who do not do the will of the Father: 
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“Many will come to me on that day [meaning the Day 
of Judgment] and say, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not heal and 
prophesy and do signs and wonders in Your name?’ And 
on that day He will say, ‘Depart from me, I never knew you 
because you did not do the will of My Father.’”

This is serious stuff. Jesus called His followers to obey. We don’t obey to 
get a reward; we obey because He’s God. He’s the King of the universe, 
and He’s our master. He created us, and He has the right to make 
demands of us. Is He a harsh Master? No, He’s a loving Father. 

As you go through life walking with the Lord, be careful of continually 
placing yourself at the center of that walk. Spiritual maturity cannot 
come when we filter our faith and obedience through ourselves. Spiritual 
maturity comes when we learn how to serve God and obey Him with no 
thought for reward, but simply because He’s our King and our Lord.

Question   How can you obey God’s commandments today? 

Prayer Starter   Jesus, please forgive me for putting myself at the 
center of my relationship with You. I submit my will to Yours today, 
choosing to obey You first, thinking of Your will over my own. Jesus, have 
Your way in my life today.

Family Chat   *Today’s Question, Prayer Starter, and Take Action are 
great conversation and prayer starters for today’s Family Chat!*

Take Action   Stay in His Word, listen for His voice, and obey Him when 
you hear it—the first time and every time—with a happy heart!

Challenge   Meet with your life group and talk through both the 
questions you’ve answered this week and the challenges you have faced 
(or are still facing!) as you follow Jesus. Be honest about what’s worked 
for you, as well as areas where you may have missed the mark.

 


