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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Bronson Duke

Have you ever awakened in the middle of the night and found yourself totally and 
utterly parched, so thirsty that there is no way you could go back to sleep without 
a drink? A drink of something cold and satisfying. A liquid unmatched by any other 
on the planet. For moments like this, you need something refreshing, comforting, 
and strangely soothing: milk. And, if we are specific, it must be vitamin D whole milk 
(because let’s be honest, anything less is essentially water). 

So, you stumble off to the kitchen with your prize ablaze in the forefront of your drowsy 
and quite thirsty mind. You open the fridge and are suddenly blinded by the abrupt 
burst of the refrigerator’s inner light, but you don’t even care. You are here for the milk. 
You see it, right there in the door where it is supposed to be. You reach forward and 
grab it; yes, the moment is here! But terror and rage begin to wash over you: someone 
has put the carton back in the refrigerator, but where there is supposed to be sweet 
and satisfying milk, the carton is empty. From a distance, you thought there was milk; 
but upon closer inspection, you find it empty.

“Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive 
oil for their lamps, but the other five were wise enough to take along 
extra oil. When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy 
and fell asleep.

“At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is 
coming! Come out and meet him!’

“All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. Then the five 
foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because 
our lamps are going out.’”—Matthew 25:1-8

Here we have a parable from Christ. When I read it, as weird as it might be, I got the 
mental image illustrated above. Five of the virgins have lamps, but there is no oil in 
them. From a distance, it looks like they are prepared, ready; but if you look closer, you 
will see that they are not. The lamps are as empty as that carton of milk.

Parable of the Ten Virgins



2

The sad part about this is that they don’t even know it. They think they are ready, and 
then—at the moment they have been waiting for—they are terrified to see that they are 
not. How easy that would be to avoid! 

Step One: Do you have a lamp? Check. 

Step Two: Do you have oil? Nope. Better get some. 

This may seem simple, but it’s actually something I think we all often miss. What is the 
“oil” Christ is prompting us to consider here? In Scripture, “oil” has always represented 
the Holy Spirit. Our lives are the lamp, and the oil is the Holy Spirit in our lives: A life 
lived with Him is a life full of faith, hope, and love; it’s a life defined by our relationship 
with Jesus, not merely accented with it.  

So what does an empty lamp look like? It could well be that you do all the right things 
on the outside, like going to church, saying your prayers, or even having a Bible verse in 
your social media profile or on the side of your business. However, there is no life change 
on the inside. You aren’t battling with your sin nature or disciplining your flesh. You aren’t 
joining in God’s plan of discipling others. You aren’t sharing your faith with someone who 
needs to hear it. In other words, you attend the Church of Jesus but aren’t really a part 
of it. You have the form of God but not the power of God. This is a sobering thought, and 
something the Apostle Paul warned about in one of his letters to Timothy. 

You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very 
difficult times. For people will love only themselves and their money. 
They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their 
parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. They will 
be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-
control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They will betray their 
friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather 
than God. They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could 
make them godly. Stay away from people like that!—2 Timothy 3:1-5

So the questions we all have to ask ourselves are these: “Is my lamp full? Is my life full 
of the power of God?” I don’t want the empty lamp of religious activity; I want the full 
and robust life that comes with a true relationship with Jesus. I want a life full of faith 
in God’s power; full of love for Him and my neighbor; and full of the hope that God is 
renewing and rescuing this world. 

Here is is how Jesus closes this parable:

“But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those 
who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door 
was locked. Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood 
outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’

“But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’

“So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of 
my return.—Matthew 25:10-13

They missed Him. They missed the One they had been waiting for because they had 
lamps but no oil. If you are reading this and realizing your lamp is empty and want to 
change that, TAKE HEART! You are right where you need to be. You are ready for what 
Jesus called for: repentance. 

Repentance has become a scary word in our culture, but it’s actually a great word full 
of hope. I’ll close with this quote from Eugene Peterson, who ƒI think gets right to the 
heart of repentance:
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“Repentance is not an emotion. It is not feeling sorry for your sins. It is 
a decision. It is deciding that you have been wrong in supposing that 
you could manage your own life and be your own god; it is deciding 
that you were wrong in thinking that you had, or could get, the strength, 
education and training to make it on your own; it is deciding that you 
have been told a pack of lies about yourself and your neighbors and 
your world. And it is deciding that God in Jesus Christ is telling you 
the truth. Repentance is a realization that what God wants from you 
and what you want from God are not going to be achieved by doing 
the same old things, thinking the same old thoughts. Repentance is a 
decision to follow Jesus Christ and become his pilgrim in the path of 
peace.”—Eugene Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction

Question   How full is your lamp? What might be causing the oil to leak from your 
lamp—a challenging relationship, a negative attitude, jealousy, greed, selfishness, 
pride, or something else?

Prayer Starter    Get quiet before the Lord and ask Him to reveal to you how full 
your lamp truly is. Then ask Him to reveal the things that threaten to take His place in 
your life. Hold your hands open before the Lord and begin to surrender whatever it 
may be, however big or small. Start your prayer with the following:

Jesus, I come before You in humility, repenting today of putting ______ first in my life 
over pursuing You and You alone. Where my love for You has grown dim, I confess that 
as sin and turn back to You. Thank You for Your forgiveness! I choose You today above 
all other things. I invite You to fill me again with Your Presence, that my lamp today 
would burn brightly in my world. 

Family Chat   If you have a relationship with Jesus now, is there anyone that you 
need to share the love of Jesus with?

Take Action   In the area(s) of your life that you used to filled in the blank in 
confession in the above-suggested prayer—whether it’s in regards to your schedule, 
your agenda, your job, your family, your entertainment, or something else—phone a 
friend and confess those same things to him or her. The Bible says that if we confess 
our sins to God, He’ll forgive us (see 1 John 1:9); but it also says that if you confess your 
sins to one another, you’ll be healed (see James 5:16).


