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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Jerry Biuso

Throughout the Life of Christ, we have talked a lot about mercy. The sermon on Day 
28—about the leper, leprosy, and mercy—reminds us that being a mature Christian 
includes asking for and extending mercy. We need this reminder because it is 
challenging to walk out in our day-to-day lives.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.—Matthew 5:7

I need mercy from God for many things, but I also need it from my wife, Sarah, who 
puts up with my selfishness, impatience, and passion for things. I know in my heart that 
I should be merciful to others without expecting anything in return. However, knowing 
that I will be shown mercy by being merciful gives me some extra-needed motivation. 
Frankly, extending mercy to others can be hard sometimes, especially people who are 
close! Let me explain.

I was born on my father’s birthday and I bear his name, so I’m a “Junior.” We were 
very close during my childhood, so close, in fact, he was the best man at my wedding! 
As time went by, Sarah and I began to have marriage struggles. It got so bad I even 
used the dreaded “D” word: divorce. (God showed up amazingly, but that is a story for 
another time!) As a result of our mended relationship, I was drawn to Jesus, learned 
about Him, and learned how to live my life for Him. I went from believing in Jesus to 
giving my life to Him as my Lord and Savior.

As I grew in my relationship with God, the Holy Spirit gently began showing me things I 
was exposed to by my earthly father that seemed fine at the time, but had damaged me 
and my relationships—the so-called “father wound.” 

My wound was a little different, though, because I always felt loved by my father 
growing up, and he didn’t intentionally hurt me. However, he exposed me to 
pornography at a young age; he committed adultery with multiple women over many 
years. He was a womanizer, dating many women seriously at the same time. My mother 
eventually left him, and they divorced. He also borrowed a lot of money from me 
without paying it back. To make matters worse, it has been impossible to talk to him 
about anything in his life through the years.

Blessed are the Merciful
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As I have grown in spiritual maturity, I went from being upset with my father to wanting 
to live out the commandment to “honor your father and mother.” It took me several 
years to work through this. If you show mercy to someone, you let them off the hook 
and are kind to them. So, it took a lot of prayer and deep conversations with God about 
why I needed to honor my father, despite the things he had done. 

In the end, I discovered that it is ultimately better for my peace and well-being to 
forgive, show compassion, and love him, even if he never asks for forgiveness. These 
days, I call my dad once a week, though he rarely calls me. I am a good listener when 
he needs an ear, and I have helped him out financially by funding some needed home 
repairs. I pray for him, and I work hard to maintain a good relationship with him.  

When I recently told him that I was joining New Life Church to help marriages, my dad 
responded that he was proud of me. He continued, saying he wished there had been 
someone like me in his life when he and my mom were struggling in their marriage. 

I am so thankful that I chose to walk through that difficult season of continually forgiving, 
showing mercy, and honoring my father. It is a sweet reminder that God knows what is 
best for us. He shows us mercy when we show mercy. He honors us when we trust in 
Him and obey His Word to honor others, especially our parents. God is so good!

Question   As you have walked through the Life of Christ, has there been someone 
in your life that you have thought about forgiving and showing mercy, but you haven’t 
come to grips with it yet?

Family Chat   Talk with your kids through some examples of what “being merciful” 
looks like in your relationships with friends and family.

Take Action   There will likely be someone in your life this week that the Holy Spirit 
will impress on you about. Don’t hang them; hang on to them! Give them a second 
chance because God has given you a second chance. Continue to take the issue to God 
and pray about what God says about being merciful. Let God bless you in this area! 


