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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Bridget Keylor

Luke 2:14 is a familiar verse to me. When I was in elementary school, it was part of a 
recitation that my class, dressed as angels, gave in the Christmas program. Now that I 
think about it, “angel” was a stretch for most of us. :)

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward 
men.” Luke 2:14, (KJV)

Now, every year since, I have heard that verse spoken in programs, services, and even 
movies. So imagine my surprise when I read Luke 2:14 today, and it said, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.” (NIV)

Same verse, different Bible translation, mind blown. So, I read the same verse in 
another translation: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among people with 
whom He is pleased.” (ESV)

Reading the different translations brought fresh life to a very familiar verse. This also 
brought a new question to my advent reflections: What does it look like to be one “on 
whom His favor rests?”

At the beginning of this year, God gave me a word to hold onto. Flourish. I started the 
year expectant and nervous about how God would fulfill that word. You see, for the last 
several years, I have asked God for a word. Each year He has provided one that, while 
very accurate, was fulfilled in very unexpected and, at times, unwanted ways. It’s been 
like when you pray for patience, and God provides so many opportunities for you to 

 

Active Waiting, Resting Favor



2

exercise patience that you wonder why on earth you asked for patience! So I knew that 
“flourish” wouldn’t necessarily mean everything would come up roses. In studying the 
meaning of the word and its use in Scripture, I knew it had the potential to mean a lot of 
pushing and breaking through to see and bear fruit. 

And, well, we have all lived through 2020. It’s been a whole lot of hard to get to the 
good—a whole lot of breaking and bending and adapting to be able to work through 
hardness and see God’s goodness. At one point, I told a friend or two that the phrase 
“favor ain’t fair” took on new meaning for me this year. Typically, people declare this 
phrase because they feel so blessed by God; they recognize it isn’t fair but unmerited 
favor at work. My 2020 translation was more, “I know I am favored, and God’s goodness 
is in this process, but it just doesn’t seem fair that there is so much struggle involved.” 
This year God’s favor seemed less like resting and more like butt-kicking for me.  

I imagine God’s people at the time of Luke 2 might have felt the same. God favored 
His people, but He had been quiet for a few hundred years. His people continued 
to worship and declare His goodness, but I am not sure they would say they were 
flourishing under Roman rule. It was more like crushing under taxes and power-hungry 
leaders. They were so weary that many had stopped anticipating and actively waiting 
for God to fulfill His promise to send a Messiah. Those who were still expectantly 
watching were looking for something very different than a baby in a manger. 

Nevertheless, in the fullness of time, God sent His Son. The breakthrough had come! 
And the heavenly host reminded a group of shepherds that their glorious God 
provided them peace because His favor indeed rested on them. Miraculous, surprising, 
and unexpected favor.

This year, I have often used the phrase “in the fullness of time” to steady myself while 
waiting for God’s favor to become obvious and evident. It has reminded me that God 
comes right on time; I can expect Him. But it has also reminded me that He will arrive 
on His schedule and that it will often be unexpected, surprising, and miraculous.

So much of this year’s journey has involved active waiting and resting favor, doing what 
I can do in the day-to-day while simultaneously resting in knowing God is going to do 
abundantly more than I asked or imagined in the fullness of His time. I see a beautiful 
tension between the two, a tug of war between my desire to make things happen and 
my longing to experience the miraculous—a contention between my need to hurry to 
my goal and my hope to see His dream fulfilled. And in that tension, God often seems 
removed.  But in reality, God is in the waiting. He’s in the waiting. He prepares us for 
the miracle amid the tension. He solidifies our faith in the posture of resting in His favor.  

This holiday will look different, but it can still be filled with active waiting and resting 
favor. How can you actively bring hope to those around you who have lost their own? 
And if you have lost your hope, how can you find rest for your soul in God’s favor? My 
prayer is that we all find ways to remind this weary world to rejoice, knowing that in 
Christ, we are all promised a new and glorious morning.  
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Question   How can you bring God’s promise of hope to someone else’s life today?

Prayer Starter   Jesus, I invite You to shine Your light, Your love, and Your hope 
through me to others. Help me notice opportunities when others are standing in front 
of me—not the next day when it’s too late.

Family Chat   With your kids, bake from scratch, decorate, and enjoy a batch of 
Christmas cookies. Talk about what Christmas means to you during this family time.

Take Action   Pay attention to the opportunities that the Lord will faithfully 
bring your way today. Don’t shrink back in fear when those opportunities do come. 
Remember, fear can keep us silent; but we are filled with hope, and the people around 
us need to also know that hope!


