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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Bridget Keylor

“As you wish.” Three small words grouped into a small phrase that became a 
memorable refrain in a beautiful piece of cinematic storytelling. The Princess Bride has 
been making movie fans smile for over thirty years, its humor and story timeless. The 
damsel of the tale, Princess Buttercup, meets her true love, Wesley, who is just a simple 
servant. The princess orders him around, and always he responds “As you wish.” His 
love and simple devotion win the princess’ heart, but they are tragically separated from 
each other and the princess believes him to be dead. 

Many years pass before they are finally reunited through a zany set of circumstances 
and characters. But the princess just simply cannot believe that the now masked pirate 
who has rescued her from kidnappers is her Wesley. She can’t see it—literally! And, in 
one of my very favorite scenes of the movies, she pushes him down a hill. As Wesley 
is tumbling down, head over legs, over and over, he screams out, “As you wish!” In an 
instant, she knows it is him and that she has made a terrible mistake. So, she throws 
herself down the hill, legs flailing over head over and over until Wesley and she are 
embracing at the bottom of the hill. No matter how many times I watch this scene, I 
could watch it one more time.

Wesley had won the love of his princess not by making a name for himself, and not by 
accumulating wealth. He won her heart by simply and humbly serving it, by meeting 
her in the mundane and everyday with care, concern, and help. And even after years 
apart, he returned to that simple phrase to remind her of his love and his commitment 
to serve her well. Because he had made serving the princess a daily part of his life for 
years and years, it wasn’t hard to return to that when he returned to her.  

As I read through the accounts of Jesus’ final days on the earth before His death and 
resurrection, I couldn’t help but think about this simple phrase, “as you wish.” God sent 
His only Son—”As You wish.” God sent Jesus to John the Baptist to be baptized—”As 
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You wish.” Mary sent Jesus to help friends by turning water to wine—”Not My time yet, 
Mom; but as you wish.” God’s plan for Jesus was to die—”Let this cup pass if it can, but 
as You wish.” Jesus knew the power of love expressed in service. Jesus’ entire ministry 
had been based upon it.  

So I wonder if Jesus shook His head a bit when His disciples began discussing who 
was the greatest at the Passover table (Luke 22). I mean, it is their last supper together 
before Jesus’ death on the Cross; He must have wanted to say a lot. But upon hearing 
them, Jesus took the time, one more time, to explain His upside-down kingdom. If you 
want to be the greatest, make yourself the least. It isn’t about being served; it is about 
serving. As Christ followers, always be ready to win a weary world with an “as you wish.”  

Most Christ followers today recognize the importance of serving, of giving their time 
and resources, but we struggle to make it our daily reflex and response. We love to sign 
up for outreaches or disaster relief, but we hesitate to offer help to our family members 
or neighbors week to week. Or, maybe it isn’t that we hesitate to offer care, concern, 
and help; maybe we fail to see it at all. I tend to think we struggle to make serving 
others a daily practice and end up reducing it to a few serving moments throughout 
the year because we aren’t making the time each day to see and meet those needs. 
But seeing and meeting needs is what Jesus is calling us to. Jesus calls us to respond 
with, “As you wish;” He calls us to humbly and simply serve those around us daily with 
a happy heart. He calls us to see the needs in our families, friends, and neighbors and 
take action to meet them. He called us to leave the table and start serving the food!

Three small words have challenged me to look at what I have been failing to see. What 
are the needs around me that God is calling me to fulfill? Where am I failing to serve, or 
even expecting others to serve me? Who do I need to say “as you wish” to today?

Question   Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? Have you 
received the gift of salvation from death and eternal judgment that He has for you?

Prayer Starter   eFamily Chat   Draw a picture of yourself, then add a picture 
of God giving you the gift of salvation. How does the look on your face or the way you 
feel change as you receive this FREE gift? Parents, share with your kids about the time 
you made Jesus the boss of your heart and how you felt that day. 

Take Action   If you prayed that prayer today, whether for the first time or as a 
renewal of another time, we want to know about it! Text CONNECT to 88000 and 
let us know about your decision!


