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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Sarah Biuso

“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, as though you 
were waiting for your master to return from the wedding feast. Then you 
will be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and 
knocks. The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be 
rewarded.”—Luke 12:35-37

Jesus tells this parable to make the point: Be prepared! To be prepared for Christ’s 
return, Jesus warns us to be faithful and sensible with what He has given us. 

“When someone has been given much, much will be required in return; 
and when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be 
required.”—Luke 12:48

I am not a list person. I don’t have to-do lists, honey-do lists, Christmas lists, or wish lists 
(well, maybe on Amazon!). I have always wanted to be that person—the Proverbs 31 
woman who has it all together with charts and meal plans, organized closets for every 
family member, and color-coded calendars that track household activities. To be that 
person would be the first thing on my proverbial wish list—that is, of course, if I made lists!

But no, I’m not that person. In fact, I discovered at the age of 30 that I have ADD, 
which helped me understand why every activity is difficult to accomplish, with failure 
abounding. Running a household without a plan is chaotic, even for a family of four. Our 
lives were disorganized. We scrambled to arrive at appointments on time, have food on 
the table at a decent hour, and have clean clothes to wear. But I somehow managed to 
accomplish all these things (and more) by the grace of God. 

I am painfully aware that I cannot live my life in my own strength and desperately need 
God’s grace every day. As believers, we are called to be good stewards of the gifts 
God has given us. And He has entrusted us with the best gift we could ever receive—
the gift of the Holy Spirit! Through the Holy Spirit, we each receive spiritual gifts for 
furthering His Kingdom. So even with my diagnosis, I also have been given much, and 
much is still required of me because of the presence of God Who lives in me.

Servants Doing His Will
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So when this parable talks about the master leaving his household to be managed by a 
sensible and wise steward, my hand is not the first to go up! Though I know very well my 
failures in this area, God has also graciously demonstrated His love for me. With ADD 
and disorganization in the mix, I know I can’t do this in my own strength, but I can do it 
with Christ Who gives me strength. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit inside me and His 
joy overflowing, I am an ordinary person with extraordinary power. And so are you. 

So what exactly has He asked us to faithfully steward, and how do we steward that? 
First and foremost, Jesus plainly laid out what this work is in John 6:29: 

“The work of God is this, to believe in the One He has sent.” 

There are, of course, those who will be shown mercy because they did not know 
God’s will for their lives, but do you know Him? Are you in a relationship with Jesus our 
Savior? The Bible says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast,” 
(see Ephesians 2:8-9). So, our work begins with believing through faith in God’s Son for 
our salvation.

Then when we have that relationship with Him, Paul describes the work of believers in 
Colossians 1:25 and 28: 

“God has given me the responsibility of serving His church by 
proclaiming his message in all his fullness to you Gentiles...So, 
everywhere we go, we tell everyone about Christ. We warn them 
and teach them with all the wisdom God has given us, for we want to 
present them to God, perfect in their relationship with Christ. I work very 
hard at this, as I depend on Christ’s mighty power that works within me.” 

When I start to feel less than the Proverbs 31 woman, I discipline myself to stop and 
remember who I am and Whose I am. I remember Who God is, Who He sent to die 
for me, and Who He has promised will always be with me. Then I recall how He has 
equipped me and what He has asked of me:

“God has given gifts to each of you from his great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Manage them well so that God’s generosity can flow through 
you.”—1 Peter 4:10

It’s okay to leave the laundry to have coffee with a friend struggling in her marriage. It’s 
okay to listen to your daughter who’s in tears on the phone because she feels like a 
failure. It’s okay to make PB&J for dinner because you need to spend your evening with 
someone battling cancer. Even if I don’t always manage the things of life well, I know 
I can manage this: I can write a list of names of people I can encourage. I can pray for 
others. I can share the Good News. 

“Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, 
not grudgingly - not for what you will get out of it, but because you are 
willing to serve God.”—1 Peter 5:2

We all know people who need to know Jesus. Have we been faithful to that 
responsibility? Are we faithfully using the gifts He has given us to further His Kingdom? 
If we have been faithful stewards of what He has commanded, He will reward us. But if 
we hoard our gifts or use them for selfish gain, we are not being responsible stewards 
of our Master’s household, and Jesus strongly warns about the consequences of being 
a selfish, irresponsible steward in Luke 12:46-48. 
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Why is His warning in this passage so strong? Why are the consequences so severe? 
Think about it. If you hold in your hand a key that unlocks for eternity the gift of life for 
someone who is lost, and you don’t share that gift with them, what is the potential eternal 
consequence to them? The stakes here are high; we don’t need to take that lightly.

I want to hear the words, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities, 
let’s celebrate together!” (Matthew 25:21).

There is work to be done—relational work. Shepherd work. Sharing the Good News 
work. We could all use some good news right about now. The Gospel of Jesus is REAL. 
GOOD. NEWS. 

Question   What is the gift that God has given you specifically, and how are you 
putting that gift to work to support and influence others? Who in your life is more like 
Jesus because of how you’ve partnered with God? 

Prayer Starter: Thank you, God, for showing me the hope of eternal life with You, but 
more importantly, giving me a purpose while I am still waiting for that day. 

Family Chat   Did you know your age doesn’t matter when it comes to serving? 
Brainstorm ways you can serve at your church, in your community, or in your home.

Take Action   Serve a small need on behalf of one other person today. 


