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Life of Christ
BLOG

by Rachel Spinks

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.   
- Luke 2:6–7   

I turned another decade older this year, but if the statistics are any indication, I still 
have quite a bit of life ahead of me. One thing life has shown me so far is that there 
are several lessons I seem to need to learn more than once, and that reality seldom 
measures up to my expectations (whether they are highly positive or deeply negative) 
is one of those lessons. This year, I feel like “reality” was a revolving door that took 
my expectations hostage and slowly but surely squished every single last dream that 
I’d had for 2020. That sounds dramatic, I know; but who hasn’t had their expectations 
challenged this year?

Yes, many of mine were busted; but one of the toughest to deal with was that I had 
really great plans to celebrate my birthday on the Atlantic coast rather than here in 
Central Arkansas. 

Then the pandemic happened. 

“But it’s okay,” I naively told myself back in March, “this quarantine thing is just for two 
weeks, maybe a month—just flattening the curve and then on with life and all of my 
plans.” Right? Nope. Not even a little bit. 

The day of my birthday hit with my expectations thoroughly humbled by COVID-19; 
so, I showed up to work as usual, only to find two friends already there, waiting with 
my favorite coffee and a gift. I smiled and probably did the whole “Wow, you shouldn’t 
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have” thing, but inside I really wanted to just cry a bit. There was a lot more going on in 
the world that could have/should have taken people’s attention, but my friends made 
my normal routine of a morning cup of coffee a gift that I didn’t know I needed. I was 
reminded that I mattered and, even in a pandemic, life is still something we celebrate. 
Somehow my big expectations of celebrating far from home were majorly surpassed by 
a very ordinary coffee on a standard day at the office. 

Israel had a lot of expectations about the promised Savior. It was common belief that 
He would come as a warrior or militant leader that overthrew the oppressive enemies 
of Israel once and for all, establishing His kingship here on the earth. And then a baby 
was born into a humble household. His surroundings were below average and the 
first people to know about His birth were shepherds who stayed at society’s fringes (a 
far cry from the social elite you’d expect to invite to that first congratulatory visit after 
a royal birth). He grew from a vulnerable infant to a child under Mary and Joseph’s 
leadership, to an adult who spent the majority of His life on earth as an average 
tradesman. Expectations met? Nope, not even a little bit. 

Jesus was extraordinary love wrapped in a very ordinary human being. 

Extraordinary is great. It’s cool; it gets attention and hype and views. But the ordinary…
oh, what power lies within the ordinary! I think maybe Jesus came as He did to remind 
us that what we call “ordinary” is actually God-breathed life within our flesh and bones.

Don’t mistake the familiar for common. Like the cup of coffee my friends brought me, 
day-to-day actions may be a reminder of God’s love in someone’s life. Choose to act with 
love and patience rather than the hurry of fear that it’s been all too easy to bow down to 
this year. Greet the clerk at the grocery store and ask how their day is going. Remember 
to thank the waiter or barista by name. Drop off groceries for a friend stuck at home. 
Send that friend you keep thinking of a text just to say hello and that you’re thinking of 
them. Be the reminder everyone needs that they are seen, heard, and valued. 

If the birth of a baby in a manger can be the catalyst of salvation for the world, then 
what wonders can you unlock throughout your days? Christ’s love is in you. It is mightier 
than any hesitation or frustration you may be facing. Trust that He is enough. Choose 
to love. Choose to act. Choose to live. Your ordinary moments can be your most 
extraordinary opportunities to bring the Kingdom of heaven to the earth day after day. 

Question   In what ways can you live your ordinary life in an extraordinary way?

Is there an area in your life today that you’re honestly just tired of it being the “same-
old same-old,” whether it’s the same defeat day-in and day-out, the same conflict that 
never seems to resolve, or something else that doesn’t seem victorious to you? This is 
an area you can ask Jesus to break through for you! 
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Prayer Starter   If you need breakthrough in any area of your life, spend some time 
today praying through Scripture, as the Lord leads you. Suggested verses: 2 Samuel 
5:20; Isaiah 54:17; Micah 2:13; Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 9:8, 10:4; Ephesians 6:12, 6:18; 
Hebrews 4:12. 

Practice Conversations   Do your kids’ ordinary conversations with each other 
sometimes (or often!) end in arguments? Try “practice conversations” with them. When 
their dialogue falls apart, instruct them to start the conversation over at the point where 
they started arguing, explaining that they’re just going to practice seeing if they can 
end the argument differently. 

Give your kids many opportunities to try again until their conversation lands in a place 
where they can both agree. Suggest to them: “You can either use different words when 
you respond this time or use the same words but with a different tone of voice.” Each 
time a child responds, give the other child a moment to think about what they’re going 
to say before they respond. Practice Conversations take time, but they are well worth 
the investment! 

Take Action   Step aside and let Jesus be Himself through you. When you 
hear His gentle invitation to serve someone else’s need or bring someone else an 
encouragement, obey Him.


