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Life of Christ
BLOG

—by Marc Turnage

We are amazed at how God has used the Life of Christ discipleship series 
to help us all grow closer to Him, stronger in our relationships with each 
other, and mindful of life-giving ways we can share the love of Jesus with 
those who so desperately need Him. Hopefully, this series has helped 
you engage Jesus in a fresh, new way in your life, family, and community. 
We also hope this series has challenged you to become more passionate 
about and be a better reader of Scripture. 

In the final two weeks of our journey through the Life of Christ, we will 
focus on the events of Jesus’ last week leading up to His death and 
resurrection. These two pivotal moments take up most of the four 
Gospels, and understandably so! We have often heard a few myths about 
Jesus’ last week that we need to dispel. The challenge is to pay close 
attention to what is being communicated: 

• Who are the characters in this drama? 

• Who is responsible for what? 

• Most importantly, what are the events that ultimately 
lead to Jesus’ execution on a Roman cross? 

Three times a year, the law of Moses required all able-bodied Jewish 
males to appear before the Lord: the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, 
and Tabernacles. In the first century, they appeared before the Lord 
in Jerusalem; so in this instance, Jesus heads to Jerusalem for the 
pilgrimage Feast of Passover. 

The Last Week of Jesus
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It is Jesus’ family custom to travel to Jerusalem for these three festivals. 
Luke 2 tells us that every year, Joseph and Mary made the trek from 
Nazareth to Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover. Here, Jesus is also 
following in the model set for Him by His parents. 

The Triumphal Entry 
As Jesus approaches Jerusalem, He mounts a donkey to ride into the 
city—what we refer to as His “triumphal entry,” the moment the crowds of 
His disciples sing “Hosanna!” One of the myths around Jesus’ last week is 
that the same crowds who cry “Hosanna!” on Sunday cry “Crucify Him!” on 
Good Friday. However, the evidence of the Gospels does not support this. 

For example, Luke tells us that the crowds are crying “Hosanna!” are the 
crowds of His disciples. Do we then assume that His disciples gather 
before Pilate crying out for their Master to be crucified? I don’t think so. 
Remember when the Temple Guard came out against Jesus, they arrested 
Him at night. Why? That’s what we’ll discover today. 

As Jesus rides into Jerusalem, Luke 19:41-44 tells a powerful story that 
helps us understand Jesus’ heart here, even in the last week of His life:

And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 
saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day 
the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden 
from your eyes. For the days will come upon you, when your 
enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround 
you and hem you in on every side and tear you down to the 
ground, you and your children within you. And they will not 
leave one stone upon another in you because you did not 
know the time of your visitation.”

Here Jesus predicts the destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple 
that the Romans will accomplish in August of AD 70. Like many of 
His contemporaries, Jesus saw that the people were on a path of 
destruction. So, let’s look more closely at His words: “Would that even 
today you knew the things that make for peace!” Notice that Jesus does 
not criticize their failure to recognize Him, but rather their inability to 
recognize the things that make for peace.

Hopefully, by now, you realize that Jesus often alludes to Old Testament 
passages. Here He alludes to two passages when He says, “...the things 
that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.” The first is 
in Isaiah 27:5, when God says: “Who will do peace for Me? Who will make 
peace with me?” We encounter the phrases “making peace” or “being 
peacemakers” in Jesus’ Beatitudes. This was common in the first century, 
specifically relating to how someone makes peace between God and Israel. 
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So, what are “the things that make for peace”? Remember what 
Jesus has taught: Love God and love neighbor. Interestingly, Jesus’ 
contemporaries also spoke about making peace between God and Israel, 
focusing on how they treated one another. 

What are the things that make for peace? 
...Love God and love neighbor.

That’s where the second allusion comes in, “...But they have been hidden 
from your eyes.” This refers back to Proverbs 28:27: “He who gives to 
the poor will not be in want, but he who shuts his eyes will be greatly 
cursed.” This is the only Old Testament passage that speaks about things 
hidden from your eyes. 

What is Jesus saying are the things that make for peace? In this passage, 
He refers to one of His three pillars again: the giving of charity to less 
fortunate people. 

So, as He’s riding into the city, Jesus is broken-hearted from the 
devastation that He knows is coming upon them. But why is it coming? 
Because, instead of pursuing peace with God by loving our neighbor who 
is like ourselves, Judaism at that time is more focused on bringing about 
redemption even through the forcing of arms and the shedding of blood. 
And so Jesus weeps.

Sometimes I think that we as Christ-followers become so caught up in 
observing the world around us—in its chaos and sin—that we long for 
God’s vengeance upon the wicked. But do we allow ourselves to be broken-
hearted like Jesus? Do we recognize that the power of the Gospel is not just 
in our words but in how we live—how we love God and how we treat others? 

It’s interesting: After the Temple and the city of Jerusalem are destroyed 
by the Romans, the Jewish sages ask the question, “Why was the Temple 
destroyed?” And they conclude, “Because they loved money, and they 
hated one another.” 

Notice that Jesus weeps because He sees the destruction and recognizes 
its reason before the event takes place. In other words, this isn’t just 
about the rejection of Him. It is also the rejection of His message. 

As we rediscover and engage anew—or maybe for the first time—the 
teachings of Jesus through The Life of Christ series, hopefully we are 
also becoming better followers of His message, because His message is 
critical—not only within His world but in ours. 
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The Cleansing of the Temple
As Jesus continues into the city, we read about an event referred to 
as the “Cleansing of the Temple.” As we’ll soon see, it’s not about the 
Temple itself, but it becomes the crux of what brings Jesus into the 
crosshairs of those who are running the Temple. These are the ones who 
will ultimately be responsible for His death.

We read in Luke 19:45, “And he entered the temple and began to drive out 
those who sold.” Notice that Jesus targets the sellers, not the Temple. 
Jesus never rejects the Temple. His last free act is the participation in 
the Temple sacrifice: eating the Passover Lamb. And later, where do 
we find His disciples hanging out all the time in the Book of Acts? In the 
Temple. Where does Paul go? To the Temple. At the end of his ministry, 
Paul is still in the Temple. 

Jesus’ followers never rejected the Temple because they never 
understood Him to reject the Temple. Instead, He targets those who sold 
in the Temple. And who are those who sold? Let’s continue with verse 46:

...saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of 
prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.”

In first-century Israel, Jerusalem was under the control of a priestly 
aristocracy, defined in the Gospels as the chief priests, their scribes, and 
the leaders of the people who belong to the party of the Sadducees. Near 
the end of the first century, Josephus writes that the largest Temple in 
the Roman world was the Temple in Jerusalem. It was also the wealthiest 
Temple in the Roman world. 

In other words, the chief priests in Jerusalem ran a monopoly, which 
they used to advance their economic gain. They were the ones who ran 
Jerusalem. They were the go-between for the Roman governors like 
Pontius Pilate—who lived on the Mediterranean seacoast in a place 
called Caesarea—and the Jewish people. In other words, they were in a 
position of economic and political power. 

As we discover from the New Testament, archaeology, and other first-
century Jewish sources, the most critical group of these chief priests 
was the Pharisees. We repeatedly read of the financial corruption of this 
Jerusalem Sadducean priestly aristocracy. 

Consider this: You’re a pilgrim traveling to Jerusalem for Passover. You 
don’t bring your sacrifice with you because it’s too far. Instead, you plan to 
buy your sacrifice when you get there. But the priests get to set the prices! 
Ancient sources reveal that sometimes the priests inflated the prices so 
much that the people could not even afford to celebrate the festival.

You can see this disparity in some of the priestly homes that have been 
excavated in Jerusalem. These homes are mansions! The average family 
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in Jerusalem—including the parents and multiple children—lived in a 
house no bigger than a tiny apartment today. In contrast, the largest 
priestly mansion excavated to date in Jerusalem is over 6,000 square 
feet! It is lavishly decorated, with mosaic floors, painted fresco walls, 
crown molding, imported Roman china, and hand-blown glass pieces. The 
priests were not suffering under Roman occupation. 

So, Jesus of Nazareth rides into Jerusalem, challenging those who sell. 
What makes Him a threat, though? His popularity with the people. Had 
Jesus not been popular, these priests wouldn’t have paid Him much 
attention. But they did. Why? Because His actions confronted them, their 
financial corruption, and the abuse of their power. 

As Jesus says to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of 
prayer, but you have made it a den of robbers,’” (Luke 19:46). He is 
critiquing them by quoting from Jeremiah 7 and Isaiah 56. Let me explain.

In Jeremiah 7, Jeremiah enters the courtyard of the First Temple—the 
one built by Solomon, which was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. 
Jeremiah says to the people, “Quit putting your trust in this place that 
God is going to protect you because you are corrupt! If you don’t believe 
that God will wipe out this place, go see what He did to Shiloh.” So, of 
course, we need to recall the story of Shiloh. 

Shiloh was where the Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant originally 
resided when the Israelites came into the land. There was a priest from 
Shiloh named Eli who had two very corrupt sons, Hophni and Phineas. 
The Israelites go to war against the Philistines, but they lose the battle. 
So they bring the Ark down from Shiloh, thinking they’ve got God in a box. 
They assume that God is a trump card that they can throw down and win 
the day. So, Hophni and Phineas, Eli’s wicked sons, were there at the 
battlefield with the Ark, as the Israelites went to battle the Philistines. 
However, not only did the Israelites lose the battle, but they also lost the 
Ark, and Hophni and Phineas were killed. Eli himself dies that day. 

By Jesus’ little allusion to Jeremiah 7, His audience would have immediately 
jumped to the entire chapter, and from there, they’re already in the story in 
Shiloh. They would understand what He’s saying to them: “You’re corrupt, 
and because of your corruption, God is going to judge this place and wipe 
out your priesthood.” But let’s continue with Luke 19 verses 47-48:

“And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests 
and the scribes and the principal men of the people. . .” 

Notice the unholy trinity here: the chief priests, the scribes, and the 
Sadducees.

“...were seeking to destroy him, but they did not find anything 
they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words.”
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That refrain would be repeated multiples times throughout Luke 20 and 
the first part of Luke 22. They want to arrest Jesus, but they can’t because 
of His popularity with the people. Why do I emphasize that? Because 
too often in Christian interpretation of Jesus’ last week, death, and 
resurrection, the Jewish people are blamed for His death. This, of course, 
has spawned Jewish bloodshed in the millions through the centuries. 

However, the Gospels themselves do not support such a claim. Instead, 
the people hang on Jesus’ words. Eventually, the leaders have to bribe 
Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples, to lead them to Him at night under the 
cloak of darkness and spirit Him away from public sight. They take Him to 
Pontius Pilate, again out of public view. 

Notice something very important: Luke reveals that even as Jesus is on 
His way to the Cross, and even at the foot of the Cross, the crowds of 
Jerusalem mourn Him. They had not turned their backs on Him. What was 
being done to Jesus was being done by this priestly elite, this Saduccean 
group who found Him a threat to their wealth and power. If you don’t 
think we have those kinds of forces at work in our world today, you’re not 
paying close attention!

The Parable of the Vineyard
A couple of other events happen in this last week that highlight these 
issues. First, Jesus tells a parable about a landowner who has a vineyard 
in Luke 20:9-18. Please take a moment to read this passage in your Bible 
before continuing.

Understand that the phrase “beloved son” refers to the story of 
Abraham and the binding of Isaac in Genesis 22, when God tells Abraham, 
“Take your son, your only son whom you love.” Anytime where we find 
the language “beloved son” or “the only begotten son” in the New 
Testament, Genesis 22 is in the background. 

The father sends his only son, and the tenant farmer says, “This is the 
heir. We can get rid of him and claim the inheritance as our own,” so 
they take him out of the vineyard and kill him. This results in the master, 
the vineyard owner, coming against the tenant farmers in wrath for their 
behavior. After telling this story, the people respond, “May it never be!” 
Jesus then quotes from Psalm 118, “The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the head of the corner.” He punctuates it with a pithy little 
saying, “Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but 
when it falls on anyone, it will crush them.”

Jesus tells this parable in Hebrew and communicates afterward in 
Hebrew. There is a wordplay going on in Hebrew between “the son” and 
“the stone,” in that they sound very similar. So Jesus’ listeners would 
connect “the stone” and “the son.” He’s implying that, even though 



7

this action happens against the son, the stone remains. In other words, 
ultimately, the son triumphs.

In the same way, Jesus goes to the Cross, convinced that the Cross 
would not be the end. He knows God will be faithful to His obedience 
and raise Him up. This is the power of His message throughout the Book 
of Acts and the Epistles: They’re constantly reminding people of His 
obedience unto death.

The Tax Issue
In Luke 20:19, we read, “The chief priests and scribes tried to lay hands 
on him at that very hour, but they feared the people, for they perceived 
that he had told this parable against them.” Clearly, they are unable to 
get to Jesus, but they haven’t given up yet. We read in subsequent verses 
that they send spies to Jesus, trying to publicly trap Him by asking, “Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 

The tax issue is a fundamental problem in the first century. The paying of 
taxes to Caesar was identifying Caesar as the ultimate lord and ruler. So 
if Jesus says, “No, don’t pay taxes,” then the chief priests can bring Him 
before Pilate, the governor, and tell him that Jesus is a troublemaker and a 
rabble-rouser. (In Luke 23, that’s precisely the charge they lay against Him). 
But if He says, “No, pay taxes,” He is seen as a turncoat, an enemy against 
the people. Jesus faces a catch-22, but He doesn’t get caught. He says: 

“Show me a denarius. Whose inscription and image is on it?”
They said, “Caesar’s.”
He said, “Then render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 
the things that are God’s.”

What are the things that are God’s? I submit to you that the things that 
are God’s—as it relates to the Temple—are the sacrifices. This is one of 
these instances that Jesus alludes to a story we know about from extra-
biblical sources. Josephus tells the story of Pontius Pilate, the governor, 
stealing the sacred monies called “Corban” from the Temple—money the 
people gave for the sacrifices. 

Now the $20 million question is, “Who gave Pontius Pilate access to it?” 
We know who it was: the chief priests. It was supposedly for the building 
of an aqueduct in Jerusalem, but we also know that Pilate was known 
for taking bribes, and the chief priests were known for paying bribes to 
the Roman governors. No doubt, some of this sacred money wound up in 
Pilate’s pocket, and some of it in theirs.

What Jesus does in this seemingly impossible solution is challenge the 
corruption of this group publicly. The people knew what would happen 
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as a result, as they had protested Pilate’s taking of the sacred treasury 
before. In that previous story, Pilate had his soldiers dress as plain-
clothed Jewish people to mingle in the crowds. At Pilate’s prearranged 
signal, they pulled out clubs and swords, and bloodshed ensued.

In Luke 13, the crowds ask Jesus about this blood of the Galileans that 
Pilate had spilled. Once again, Jesus points the finger at these leaders 
for their corruption, challenging them with, “That which is God’s belongs 
to God.” This is not an issue about tithing or paying taxes, but about 
challenging the corruption of those trying to catch Him.

Under the Cloak of Darkness
Ultimately, they can’t handle Jesus’ popularity anymore. The fact 
that people thought He was the Messiah was too much. We even hear 
Caiaphas the High Priest say in John’s Gospel, “It’s better that this one 
perish than Rome come and remove us from our place.” Jesus was a 
threat to this priestly Jerusalem aristocracy’s power and wealth, and they 
have to get Him out of there.

And so, at the beginning of Luke 22, we read that they go to Judas, Jesus’ 
disciple, determined to bribe him to betray Jesus. From that moment, 
Judas looks for an opportunity to turn Jesus over to them. Ultimately 
when he does, it’s under the cloak of darkness, out of the sight of the 
people, and he does it for money.

When we look closely at Jesus’ last week, not only do we discover the 
historical reality behind the Gospel story, but we also find a significant 
statement about forces that are still in today’s world: the corruption of 
power and the abuse of people for economic gain. Jesus identifies with 
this reality, and it is still with us today. But in all of this, Jesus calls upon 
people, “Would that you know the things that make for peace.”

It’s in this context in Matthew and Mark that Jesus gives the people the 
two great commandments. Be sure to join us next week as we finish 
out this story and talk about the last hours of Jesus, His death, and His 
triumphant resurrection. 

Question   What do you believe Jesus meant by, “How I wish today that 
you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is too 
late, and peace is hidden from your eyes”? (See Luke 19:42, NLT). What 
are the things that peacemakers need to know in order to bring peace to 
our world today?
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Prayer Starter   “Jesus, Make Me” (by Rachael Bernardi, adapted from 
The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi)

Jesus, make me a peacemaker. 
Where there is hatred,
 Empower me to show love in that space. 
Where others have brought condemnation and judgment,
 Make me a vessel to bring forgiveness and  
 restoration. 
In places where others have sown seeds of doubt,
 Use me to bring encouragement to stand firm 
 in the faith.
In places full of despair and hopelessness,
 Fill me with Your Presence to fill the room with hope.
In our dark world,
 Jesus, shine Your light through me.
Show me where there is sadness,
 And use me to bring overwhelming joy.

Lord, empower me to look beyond myself
 So I don’t focus on my own needs, but I become
 one who helps others, giving selflessly
 out of the abundance You have given me.

Lord, remind me when I’ve fallen into self-pity,
 That others also need reminding that You 
 are always there.
 Use me to share Your love with them.

Help me to notice when I need to stop talking,
 And start listening.

Because it is in giving that we receive,
 It is in forgiving that we are forgiven,
 And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.

Family Chat    What can we do as a family to show love to others in our 
neighborhood and our community?

Take Action   Meet with your life group and talk through both the 
questions you’ve answered this week and the challenges you have faced 
(or are still facing!) as you follow Jesus. Be honest about what’s worked 
for you, as well as areas where you may have missed the mark.


